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My dear brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ,

In the beginning was the Word: the Word was with God and the Word was God. Today,
the savior has been born. This is the good news for this Christmas Eve. Like in every
Christmas, Jesus is born again in the World, in each home, in our heart. But unlike
what our consumerist society celebrates, Jesus is not born in an environment of waste,
purchases, comfort, whim and meals. Jesus is born in the humility of the Nativity
scene. He does it this way because he has been refused by men: Everyone rejected,
Mary, Joseph and the just born Jesus felt what rejection, lack of generosity and
solidarity mean.

The Angel's announcement: "Do not be afraid; for behold, | proclaim to you Good
News of great Joy that will be for all the people. Everybody will run towards the
Nativity scene in order to adore the son of God. A bit like in our society where many
people are marginalized, because they are poor, aliens or simply different from us,
while we celebrate Christmas speaking words of Peace, solidarity and love.

We Christians are joyous today, we are rightfully happy. As Saint Leo the Great said:
"There is no place for sadness now that life has been born". But we cannot forget that
Jesus' birth means a commitment for us all: So we should not make any unnecessary
expenses. Celebrating and having party is compatible with austerity and even with
poverty. In other hand, if we do not have true feelings of solidarity towards those who
have been rejected, aliens or homeless people during these days, it is because we like
the inhabitants of Bethlehem: we do not welcome the infant Jesus in our hearts. Let us
welcome Jesus into our hearts with the virtue of humility.

WISHING YOU A MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A BLESSED NEW YEAR 2025.

Yours in Christ.

Fr. James Puppady

PP.

Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you; He is Christ the Lord.

Stille Nacht, heilige Nacht,...
Adeste fideles, laeti triumphantes... Noel, Noel, Noel....

all is calm, all is bright...

O come let us adore him.... born is the king of Israel.

A cave in Bethlehem echoes with the multi-lingual songs of pilgrims... ‘sleep in heavenly peace...
Christ the saviour is born.” This cave, the hearts of these pilgrims beat with utter certainty — God
is here. This same certainty explodes as ‘good news’ from the pages of the Christian Scriptures
as men and women discovered in the life and death of Jesus, ‘God is here’.

In any birthday celebration, we pause to celebrate the life of the person as it has unfolded so far.
It is not so much the baby we remember, but the person now, in whatever stage of life they are
and with memories of all the richness of their life — both its joys and sorrows. So it is today. We
celebrate a birth, but more importantly we celebrate a life given for us. We celebrate that God
has joined our human story in the person of Jesus and lives on with us in the Spirit.

Silent night, Holy night ... sleep in heavenly peace...

The song continues in the hearts of all Christians, for the cave of Bethlehem we now carry within.
The holy place of Israel has become the holy place of our own lives. When we enter this sacred
place with the longings and hopes of pilgrims we too can find the Christ of God born ever anew.
In the silence and stillness of our own Bethlehem, our voices can sing with the voices of pilgrims
through the ages, God is here; God is truly here.

by Mary Coloe PBVM




THE LITURGY OF THE WORD

GLORIA

Glory to God in the highest,

and on earth peace to people of good
will. We praise you,

we bless you,

we adore you,

we glorify you,

we give you thanks for your great glory,
Lord God, heavenly King,

O God, almighty Father.

Lord Jesus Christ, Only Begotten Son,
Lord God, Lamb of God,

Son of the Father,

you take away the sins of the world,
have mercy on us;

you take away the sins of the world,
receive our prayer;

you are seated at the right hand of the
Father, have mercy on us.

For you alone are the Holy One,

you alone are the Lord,

you alone are the Most High,

Jesus Christ,

with the Holy Spirit,

in the glory of God the Father.

Amen.

CREED

| believe in God, the Father almighty,
Creator of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ, his only Son,

our Lord,

(All bow during these two lines)

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born
of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died and was buried; he
descended into hell;

on the third day he rose again from the
dead; he ascended into heaven,

and is seated at the right hand of God the
Father almighty; from there he will come to
judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic Church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and life everlasting.

Amen.

VIGIL MASS READINGS

FIRST READING Isaiah 62:1-5
A Reading from the Prophet Isaiah.

About Zion | will not be silent, about
Jerusalem | will not grow weary, until her
integrity shines out like the dawn and her
salvation flames like a torch. The nations
then will see your integrity, all the kings
your glory, and you will be called by a new
name, one which the mouth of the Lord will
confer. You are to be a crown of splendour

in the hand of the Lord, a princely diadem in
the hand of your God; no longer are you to
be named ‘Forsaken’, nor your land
‘Abandoned’, but you shall be called ‘My
Delight’ and your land ‘The Wedded’; for the
Lord takes delight in you and your land will
have its wedding. Like a young man
marrying a virgin, so will the one who built
you wed you, and as the bridegroom
rejoices in his bride, so will your God rejoice
in you.
The word of the Lord.
RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Psalm 88:4-5, 16-17, 27, 29

R. For ever I will sing the goodness
Of the Lord

1. ‘I have made a covenant with my chosen
one; | have sworn to David my servant: |
will establish your dynasty for ever and
set up your throne through all ages.” R.

2. Happy the people who acclaim such a
king, who walk, O Lord, in the light of
your face, who find their joy every day in
your name, who make your justice the
source of their bliss. R.

3. ‘He will say to me: “You are my father,
my God, the rock who saves me.” | will
keep my love for him always; with him
my covenant shall endure.’ R.

SECOND READING  Acts 13:16-17,22-25
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles.

When Paul reached Antioch in Pisidia, he
stood up in the synagogue, held up a hand
for silence and began to speak: ‘Men of
Israel, and fearers of God, listen! The God of
our nation Israel chose our ancestors, and
made our people great when they were
living as foreigners in Egypt; then by divine
power he led them out. ‘Then he made
David their king, of whom he approved in
these words, “I have selected David son of
Jesse, a man after my own heart, who will
carry out my whole purpose.” To keep his
promise, God has raised up for Israel one of
David’s descendants, Jesus, as Saviour,
whose coming was heralded by John when
he proclaimed a baptism of repentance for
the whole people of Israel. Before John
ended his career he said, “l am not the one
you imagine me to be; that one is coming
after me and | am not fit to undo his
sandal.”

The word of the Lord.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

Tomorrow the wickedness of the earth will
be destroyed: the Saviour of the world will
be our king.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Matthew.

Matthew 1:18-25

This is how Jesus Christ came to be born. His
mother Mary was betrothed to Joseph; but
before they came to live together she was
found to be with child through the Holy
Spirit. Her husband Joseph; being a man of
honour and wanting to spare her publicity,
decided to divorce her informally. He had
made up his mind to do this when the angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and
said, ‘Joseph son of David, do not be afraid
to take Mary home as your wife, because
she has conceived what is in her by the Holy
Spirit. She will give birth to a son and you
must name him Jesus, because he is the one
who is to save his people from their sins.’
Now all this took place to fulfil the words
spoken by the Lord through the prophet:
The virgin will conceive and give birth to a
son and they will call him Emmanuel, a
name which means ‘God-is-with-us.” When
Joseph woke up he did what the angel of the
Lord had told him to do: he took his wife to
his home and, though he had not had
intercourse with her, she gave birth to a son;
and he named him Jesus.

The Gospel of the Lord.

MIDNIGHT MASS READINGS

FIRST READING Isaiah 9:1-7

A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

The people that walked in darkness has seen
a great light; on those who live in a land of
deep shadow a light has shone. You have
made their gladness greater, you have made
their joy increase; they rejoice in your
presence as men rejoice at harvest time, as
men are happy when they are dividing the
spoils. For the yoke that was weighing on
him, the bar across his shoulders, the rod of
his oppressor, these you break as on the day
of Midian. For all the footgear of battle,
every cloak rolled in blood, is burnt, and
consumed by fire. For there is a child born
for us, a son given to us and dominion is laid
on his shoulders; and this is the name they
give him: Wonder-Counsellor, Mighty-God,
Eternal-Father, Prince-of-Peace. Wide is his
dominion in a peace that has no end, for the
throne of David and for his royal power,
which he establishes and makes secure in
justice and integrity. From this time
onwards and for ever, the jealous love of the
Lord of Hosts will do this.

The word of the Lord.



RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 95:1-3,11-13

R. Today is born our Saviour, Christ
the Lord.

1. singanew song to the Lord,
sing to the Lord all the earth.
sing to the Lord, bless his name. R.

2. Proclaim his help day by day, tell
among the nations his glory and his
wonders among all the peoples. R.

3. Letthe heavens rejoice and earth be
glad, let the sea and all within it
thunder praise, let the land and all it
bears rejoice, all the trees of the wood
shout for joy at the presence of the
Lord for he comes, he comes to rule
the earth. R.

4. With justice he will rule the world, he
will judge the peoples with his truth. R.

SECOND READING

A reading from the letter of St Paul to Titus.

Titus 2:11-14

God’s grace has been revealed, and it has
made salvation possible for the whole
human race and taught us that what we
have to do is to give up everything that does
not lead to God, and all our worldly
ambitions; we must be self-restrained and
live good and religious lives here in this
present world, while we are waiting in hope
for the blessing which will come with the
Appearing of the glory of our great God and
saviour Christ Jesus. He sacrificed himself
for us in order to set us free from all
wickedness and to purify a people so that it
could be his very own and would have no
ambition except to do good.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION Luke 2:10-11

Alleluia, alleluia!

Good News and great joy to all the world:
today is born our Saviour, Christ the Lord.
Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to Luke.

Caesar Augustus issued a decree for a
census of the whole world to be taken. This
census — the first — took place while
Quirinius was governor of Syria, and
everyone went to his own town to be
registered. So Joseph set out from the town
of Nazareth in Galilee and travelled up to
Judaea, to the town of David called
Bethlehem, since he was of David’s House
and line, in order to be registered together
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with

Luke 2:1-14

child. While they were there the time came
for her to have her child, and she gave birth
to a son, her first born. She wrapped him in
swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger
because there was no room for them at the
inn. In the countryside close by there were
shepherds who lived in the fields and took it
in turns to watch their flocks during the
night. The angel of the Lord appeared to
them and the glory of the Lord shone round
them. They were terrified, but the angel
said, ‘Do not be afraid. Listen, | bring you
news of great joy, a joy to be shared by the
whole people. Today in the town of David a
saviour has been born to you; he is Christ
the Lord. And here is a sign for you: you will
find a baby wrapped in swaddling clothes
and lying in a manger.” And suddenly with
the angel there was a great throng of the
heavenly host, praising God and singing:
‘Glory to God in the highest heaven, and
peace to men who enjoy his favour.’

The Gospel of the Lord.

CHRISTMAS DAY READINGS

FIRST READING
A reading from the prophet Isaiah.

Isaiah 52:7-10

How beautiful on the mountains, are the
feet of one who brings good news, who
heralds peace, brings happiness, proclaims
salvation, and tells Zion, ‘Your God is king!’
Listen! Your watchmen raise their voices,
they shout for joy together, for they see the
Lord face to face, as he returns to Zion.
Break into shouts of joy together, you ruins
of Jerusalem; for the Lord is consoling his
people, redeeming Jerusalem. The Lord
bares his holy arm in the sight of all the
nations, and all the ends of the earth shall
see the salvation of our God.

The word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Psalm 97:1-6
R. All the ends of the earth have seen
the saving power of God.

1. Singanew song to the Lord for he has
worked wonders. His right hand and
his holy arm have brought salvation. R.

2. The Lord has made known his
salvation; has shown his justice to the
nations. He has remembered his truth
and love for the house of Israel. R.

3. All the ends of the earth have seen the
salvation of our God. Shout to the Lord,
all the earth, ring out your joy. R.

4. Sing psalms to the Lord with the harp
with the sound of music. With
trumpets and the sound of the horn
acclaim the King, the Lord. R.

SECOND READING Heb 1:1-6

A reading from the letter to the Hebrews.

At various times in the past and in various
different ways, God spoke to our ancestors
through the prophets; but in our own time,
the last days, he has spoken to us through
his Son, the Son that he has appointed to
inherit everything and through whom he
made everything there is. He is the radiant
light of God’s glory and the perfect copy of
his nature, sustaining the universe by his
powerful command; and now that he has
destroyed the defilement of sin, he has gone
to take his place in heaven at the right hand
of divine Majesty. So he is now as far above
the angels as the title which he has inherited
is higher than their own name. God has
never said to any angel: You are my Son,
today | have become your father; or: | will
be a father to him and he a son to me. Again,
when he brings the First-Born into the
world, he says: Let all the angels of God
worship him.

The word of the Lord.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

Alleluia, alleluia!

A holy day has dawned upon us. Come, you
nations, and adore the Lord, Today a great
light has come upon the earth.

Alleluia!

GOSPEL

A reading from the holy Gospel according
to John.

John 1:1-5,9-14

In the beginning was the Word: and the
Word was with God and the Word was God.
He was with God in the beginning.

Through him all things came to be, not one
thing had its being but through him.

All that came to be had life in him and that
life was the light of men, a light that shines
in the dark, a light that darkness could not
overpower. The Word was the true light
that enlightens all men; and he was coming
into the world. He was in the world that had
its being through him, and the world did not
know him. He came to his own domain and
his own people did not accept him. But to all
who did accept him he gave power to
become children of God, to all who believe
in the name of him who was born not out of
human stock or urge of the flesh or will of
man but of God himself. The Word was
made flesh, he lived among us, and we saw
his glory, the glory that is his as the only Son
of the Father, full of grace and truth.

The Gospel of the Lord.



ST OLIVER PLUNKETT’S PARISH NEWS

Please remember in your prayers the following:

Those who have died:

Anniversaries: Maria Mete Troise, Chloe Fogliaro

Those who areill: Michael Levandowski, Mary Mobbs,
Betty Gallagher, Jim Moore, Ana Alessi, Irene Mary
Wymer, Oswald Danie, Bill, Josephine Mokbel, Carmelo &
Angelo, Stan Mobbs

READERS:

Christmas Eve Vigil
Christmas Eve Vigil

R. Robles, Children TBC
E. Monaco, B. Watts

Tuesday 5.30pm
Tuesday 10.00pm

25 December
Christmas Day
Christmas Day

EUCHARISTIC MINISTERS:

24 December
Christmas Eve Vigil Tuesday 5.30pm
Christmas Eve Vigil Tuesday 10.00pm

Wednes 8.45am F. Minutolo, M. Ziccone
Wednes 10.30am R. Cassidy, S. Harrison

A. Giacotto, P. Saliba
M. Carabott, S. Thompson

25 December

Christmas Day Wednes 8.45am L. Di Nicola

ST PAUL’S PARISH NEWS

WE PRAY FOR:

Those who have died: Jasmine Carosella

Anniversaries: Carmela De Donato, Carmine Dedonato,
Robert Henger, Rosa Giuffrida & Antonino Giuffrida,
Salvatore Piccirollo, Angela Ali Vittoria, Salvatore Vincenzo
Aparo, Saverio Rocca, Francesco Paolo Flammea, Carmelo
Malivindi

Those who are ill: Mary Bonnici, Alexander, Allesandrina
READERS:
CHRISTMAS ROSTER
Christmas Eve 7pm:
Midnight Mass 12am:
Christmas Day 9am:
Christmas 10.30am:
SPECIAL MINISTERS:
CHRISTMAS ROSTER
Christmas Eve 7pm:
Midnight Mass 12am:
Christmas Day 9am: Patrick Baviera
Christmas 10.30am: Laura Scherma

ST PAUL’S MASS TIME 2024/2025

Tamesha Raj & Paul Kennedy

Paul & Amelia De Losa

Rosa Touma

Anna D’Amato & Rosa Oppendisano

Alfred Meilak
Mary De Marco

Christmas Day Wednes 10.30am S. Bernnado, F. Henger 2024 Fri 27 Dec 10.00am
ST OLIVER’S MASS TIME 2024/2025 Sat 28 Dec 6.30 pm Vigil
2024 Thurs 26 Dec NO MASS . .
o Sun 29 Dec 9am (English)& 10.30am (ltalian)
Sat 28 Dec 5.00 pm Vigil
2025 Wed 1Jan 10.00am
Sun 29 Dec 8.45am & 10.30am .
Fri 3Jan 10.00 am Follow by 1 Fri Adoration
Tue 31Dec 10.00am
R JUBILEE 2025: The Holy Father will open the Holy Door of St. Peter's Basilica on Dec 24 at 7pm
f’ The 2025 Jubilee will officially open on December 24, 2024 at 7pm, with the rite of Opening of the Holy
S a0 s Door of the Papal Basilica of St. Peter by the Holy Father, who will then preside over the celebration of the

m
J} & [Night Mass of the Lord's Birth inside the Basilica. The Jubilee Year marks a significant milestone, stretching
= b

.. T |back 150 years, with Jubilee years every 25 years. St Pauls & St Olivers Parishes will have Jubilee activities

&
0 lannounced next year. St Pauls & St Olivers will have a Jubilee opening next year, date to be confirmed.
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A BIG THANKS!

No amount of words can express the gratitude we hold for all those that volunteer their time, helping our church to live
out it’s mission in our community, and beyond. We particularly draw our attention to the those behind the scenes that
keep all facets of church life going; the Parish Advisory Board, all other Committees including finance, child safety, liturgy
teams, fundraising & pastoral, the parish choirs, Marthese Temming for her ongoing dedication to St Oliver Plunkett’s
and all the people supporting her with PowerPoint, all sacristans, Baptism Preparation Team, Marriage Preparation Team,
prayer groups, St Vincent De Paul Society & all volunteers in both parishes. We would like to acknowledge Trevor & Pam
Atkinson, our parish catechists and mission family for over 40 years, for their incredible faithfulness to the 10am
sacramental program Sundays, which they have prepared and run for more than 30 years. For the purpose of age and
health, they now announce their retirement to the sacramental program. The good news; they will continue to run the
RCIA program whilst they are still able. God bless them one hundred-fold for all their spiritual works in our parishes.

ON BEHALF OF THE PARISH TEAM, WE WISH ALL A& BLESSED CHRISTMAS,
AND & VERY SAFE AND HAPPY NEW YEAR

St Paut’s St Oliver’s Parishes®

Fr James Puppady
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